 “ The Jerichonian Wave Sheaf ” 
A Majority Opinion of Many in the Church is that Israel was Required to 
Make a Wave Sheaf Offering in their First Week in the Promised Land!   
This Article Considers the Logic and the Ramifications of that Possibility.
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While still encamped at Mount Sinai, God, early on, gave Moses a number of Laws and Statutes which the nation would be required to observe.  Among these were requirements to observe festi-vals oriented to both their harvest seasons.  A key component in observing the springtime festivals was the presentation of the Wave Sheaf Offering on one specific day each year.  This day was key to determining the date of the earlier annual harvest festival, the Feast of Firstfruits.
Though given at Mount Sinai, it would be years before Israel had opportunity to wave their first such offering.  In fact, more than a generation.

In Exodus 23:15-17, there is a narrative very reminiscent of one more well-known, that being Deuteronomy 16:16.  Exodus 23:16 introduces us to the harvest festivals, specifically, that of ‘First-fruits’ and later season of ‘Ingathering’. Springtime and Fall harvest observances.

What is particularly relevant to this topic is the significance seen in some religious circles, par-ticularly those of the WCG genre, of those verses in Joshua 5, having apparent reference to the offering of a Wave Sheaf in the first month, just after Israel entered into the Promised Land.
A short passage in Joshua 5 is seen as indicating that Israel did, in fact, offer the Wave Sheaf just days after entering the land.  Not only did they offer one, but did so on a day that, if true, also provides definition to a related question not else-where provided.  Some organizations regard this observation as ‘solid fact’, posing it in their litera-ture and doctrinal position papers as proof that in some years, Pentecost is counted differently. This unique opinion, despite overwhelming Jewish opinion to the contrary, is a controversial issue among some in the Church of God.
Ordinarily, such a small technical point would have 
only peripheral interest and relevance, except for the fact that it impacts the observance of one of God’s Annual Holydays: the Feast of Firstfruits, or Pentecost.  Not in ordinary years, but just in those occasional years in which Passover falls on a weekly Sabbath.  This circumstance, though rela-tively rare, (only eleven times in the last century, but seven times in 35 years: 1974, 1977, 1981, 1994, 2001, 2005 and 2008),  occurs roughly 20 percent of the time in most recent decades.
Our understanding of the determination of the correct ‘Wave Sheaf Day’ is that we count from the ‘morrow’ after the Sabbath that falls within the seven days of Unleavened Bread.  A problem with this otherwise simple instruction is the question of whether the phrase “that falls within” modifies the word ‘Sabbath’ or the word ‘morrow’.  Ordinarily, there would be no question, as most of the time BOTH fall within, but when Passover falls on a weekly Sabbath, a question arises.  Do we regard the weekly Sabbath as having to fall within the seven days, or must the ‘morrow’ fall within them?  It makes a one week difference in determining which day is the correct date for Pentecost.

Joshua 5, verses 11 & 12 is seen by many as being relevant to this question.

Why Did They Wait?
The effective FACT, seen by so many, of Israel having waited four additional days, after having crossed over the Jordan River into the land, before first eating of the produce of the land, is posed as proof that a Wave Sheaf Offering was made that first year, and is the subject of this article.  What possible other reason would account for their hav-ing waited?  IF they did offer one, it would’ve been the very first Wave Sheaf ever offered since the 
Levitical instructions were given to them!  
What’s curious is the lack of any specific reference to the effective fact anywhere in this passage, or for that matter, anywhere in the entire book of Joshua!   A Wave Sheaf is nowhere mentioned!  Another likely reason for the delay in first eating of the produce of the land is presented in the com-panion article: “Celebrating the Promised Land”. But it’s the assumption that they did offer one that fires the engine of much debate.
Some make a logical case for this event NOT being Wave Sheaf on the strength of the translated words “old corn”, seeing that as suggesting that this was grain, not of recent vintage, but rather, old stored grain carried over from a previous harvest, thus indicating one had not been offered before the time of first eating.  Making this case would leave the question unanswered as to why they waited four days.  It’s not my intention to address the new grain / old grain controversy here.  The meaning of that unique Hebrew word “awboor” is the subject of another study paper, which will better define the choice of word, found just in this one place and nowhere else in the entire Old Testament.  In fact, the “old corn” exception pales before an even more significant consideration.
No Tradition to Go By.

We should remain cognizant of the fact that many developments later known in Jewish practice had not yet been established.  There were no ‘tradi-tions’ as yet to go by.  In looking into the question at hand, we need to consider those ‘primitive’ (pre-traditional) instructions by God to Moses, which Joshua and the nation would have had.  We need to ‘factor out’ those considerations imposed through later traditions.  Absent of established traditions, Israel would have looked to those stated instruct-tions to Moses, written not long before, following them specifically!  They had good reason to.  The warning of diligent observance made in Exodus 23:20-21 is strongly reminiscent of the correspond-ing reminder in Joshua 1:7.  They would have held a very high regard for Moses’ written instructions.  Shouldn’t we?
The almost casual determination, on the part of so many, that Joshua 5 indicates a properly observed Wave Sheaf Offering is unsettling.  We have so many specific Biblical instructions, that  many have casually disregarded.  Joshua and the  priesthood of that entrance year would not have been so irresponsible, especially after the pointed admonition: “Behold, I send an angel before you, to keep you in the way, and to bring you into the place which I have prepared.  Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him.” (Exodus 23:20-21)   Keep in mind, this warning was given just after the Harvest Seasons Offering instructions!
So, what did Israel understand with regard to their requirement to offer a Wave Sheaf when they came into the land?   Let’s read.

“Three times you shall keep a feast unto me in 
the year.  You shall keep the feast of unleavened bread:.. (seven days) …And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of your labors, which you have sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when you have gathered in your labors out of the field…The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into ths house of the Lord your God”… (Ex.23:14-19)  Notice: That which you have sown, of your labors, the firstfruits of your land!  It had to be their land, and their crop, all the way from the planting stage!
“And six years you shall sow your land and shall gather in the fruits thereof:” (Ex.23:10)   (Intro-ducing the land sabbath.)  Note it says, sow YOUR land!  It should be their land when sown.
“Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When you be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then you shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest:  And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it”.  (Lev.23:10-11)  Again, your harvest, not someone else’s!  It was to be accepted for them, (being fruit of their labor)!
“And you shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that you have brought an offering unto your God… And you shall count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven Sabbaths shall be complete.  Even unto the morrow after the seventh Sabbath, shall you number fifty days:”… (Lev.23:14-16)  The word ‘selfsame day’ above refers to it being an annual observance. 

“Neither from a stranger’s hand shall you offer 
the bread of your God of any of these; because their corruption is in them, and blemishes be in them: they shall not be accepted for you”… “And they (strangers) shall not profane (by touching) the holy things of the children of Israel, which they offer unto the Lord:”  (Lev.22:25 & 15)  We have the ‘source’ question addressed and the ‘pur-ity’ issue addressed, in that the offering should not be a stranger’s resource, nor even be touched by any ‘stranger’ from the covenant.  Consider these in regard to the fields of an unconquered pagan nation being a legitimate source for the first-ever Wave Sheaf, especially considering that any grains, any where near ripe, were likely pre-harvested and brought into the city which would soon be under siege!  These were not ‘untouched’ fields, nor were they Israel’s produce, especially not being the first-fruit of their labors!
Consider also the specific mention of Jericho’s ‘spoils’. “And the city (Jericho) shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the Lord: … And you, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest you make yourselves accur-sed, when you take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.  “But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the Lord: they shall come into the treasury of the Lord.”  (Jos. 6:17-19)   Notice, those items only, having been manufactured by refining fire were to be salvaged, and only for the treasury, not personal possession!
One’s Source is Important
Even King David knew better than to present an offering obtained from another person, let alone present one from an unwilling ‘contributor’ (as the citizens of accursed Jericho still were at that point in time! )  David was freely given items for sacri-fice by a subject foreigner, but notice his response: “Ornan said,…Look, I also give you the oxen for burnt offerings, the threshing implements for wood, and the wheat for the grain offering;  I give it all.   Then King David said to Ornan, ‘No, but I will surely buy it for the full price,  for I will not take what is yours for the LORD, nor offer burnt offerings with that which costs me nothing’.”  
(1 Chr. 21:23-24)   David knew the necessity of offerings being from our own resources, not those obtained from someone else’s generosity or mis-fortune!   Why don’t we realize that?   We could all give bigger offerings if we were to all go and rob a bank.  But if the recipient knew the source of our ill-gotten offering, and accepted it, he’d become party to our crime!   In presenting an inferior or inappropriate or illegitimate offering, we risk defiling the one to whom it is offered!
From these verses we can perceive what under-standing the children of Israel had regarding their requirement to offer a Wave Sheaf Offering.  

The obvious question being, Would the field-produce of an as yet unconquered pagan nation be an acceptable source of a Wave Sheaf Offering, which ultimately pictures Christ? 
  What are the implications of such a suggestion?  Is it acceptable in your mind that the first representation of God’s first Firstfruit could originate from the yield of a people whose possessions were declared ‘accursed’ by God?
From the above and other scriptures, we can identify a number of specific considerations:

1. Wave Sheaf was not possible during the wilderness experience, as there was no source of ripened grain.  (Lev. 23:10)
2. They had to be in possession of cultivable land. (Lev. 23:10)

3. The grains had to be of one’s own seed and planting.  (Ex. 23:16)

4. Wave Sheaf had to be offered on one specific day annually, before harvesting. (Lev. 23:11)

5. Wave Sheaf had to precede the harvest, not just the eating of it.  (Lev. 23:14)

6. Firstfruits had to be the yield of one’s own husbandry.  (Lev. 23:22)

7. No item was ceremonially acceptable from 
Jericho’s possessions.  (Jos. 6:21)

8. Their offering had to be first fruits, not first spoils.  (Ex. 23:16 & Lev. 23:10)  
9. Not acceptable if borrowed or taken from strangers, even if given!  (Lev. 22:25 & 15)
All these factors in mind, what would lead anyone to suggest Israel would have concluded they were required to offer a Wave Sheaf Offering that year, having just entered the land?  There were way too many specific instructions they would have to have flagrantly disregarded.  Jericho’s fields were not their crop, and certainly not their planting.  Items obtained from strangers, with permission or with-out permission, were specifically deemed ceremo-nially unacceptable. (Item 9)
It would be bizarre to think of a petitioner people offering up a sheaf of newly harvested grain, taken from a stranger’s field, being accepted of the Lord for them!  But this is our current post-1974 mind-set!  The name itself, first fruits, suggests ‘fruits’ obtained as a result of their own labors, not those taken from the fields of a soon-to-be-conquered stranger!  Particularly one whose possessions were specifically deemed ‘accursed’!

There are further relevant considerations:

10. That the fields of origin had not yet been touched by Jericho’s peoples, in anticipa-tion of an impending siege.

11. That the date and time of first eating was the mid-morning of the fifteenth,

12. That the ‘morrow after the Passover’ means some 39 hours after Passover observance as opposed to being 24 hours after it.
13. That the ‘morrow after the Passover’ means something different than in Numbers 33:3.
14. That manna ceased on the morning of the sixteenth, presumed to be a Monday.

15. That the expression ‘the selfsame day’ in Joshua 5:11 doesn’t mean the same thing as it does in other passages, such as Ex. 12:42.

16. That God would have Israel slaughter the Jerichonians on a weekly Sabbath, and begin a harvest in earnest on an annual Sabbath!
17. That there’d be a one-day back-up in the event-by-event narrative in Joshua 5.

18. What did Israel eat on Passover Day and on 
the Night to be Much Observed, thru mid-morning of the fifteenth?  Why did manna last fall the morning of the fifteenth, when they were just offering a Wave Sheaf and soon to be reaping their first grains from the fields?  Who’d go out and collect manna a tiny flake at a time with the fields about to open?  (Ex. 16:14)
All of these pose ‘problems’ to some degree factor into the casual assumption that Israel offered a proper Wave Sheaf within the week they entered the Promised Land!

The lead article on this topic: “Celebrating the Promised Land” relates some of the process by which this ‘early Wave Sheaf’ determination was injected into the Churches of God.  One scholar to whom this idea was submitted, responded with the opinion that ‘more study needs to be done’ before implementing this change.  It wasn’t.  This article should illustrate the appropriateness of that conclu-sion on the part of Dr. Charles Dorothy.  Unfor-tunately, wisdom to do that was not employed by the leadership in place at that time.  The sad thing is that few since have shown the courage in their dedication to the Truth to re-prove the matter.
The disturbing thing is to realize that we have a ministry who has little aversion to representing the very first Wave Sheaf Offering as having come from doubtful origin.  It’s tacitly an ‘any old sacrifice will do’ attitude.  I find that disturbing.
With nothing more than an assumption to rely on, it was determined that Israel did in fact offer a required and proper Wave Sheaf in the year of entrance, ignoring and disregarding all the other factors and requirements listed above.
Do we, by suggesting an ‘accursed’ Jerichonian source of that Offering, imply it was accepted by God, without His comment to that effect?

We need to keep in mind that Christ is our “Wave Sheaf”.  This is illustrated by His being offered up on Wave Sheaf Day, Sunday, the ‘morrow after the Sabbath’, some time mid-morning!  (Compare Mark 16:9 & John 20:11-17 & Matthew 28:9)  A proposed Jericho-fields Wave Sheaf, from the yield of an as yet unconquered pagan nation, raises serious questions as to its ‘legitimacy’.                 Ω
�  See my article “Who is the Ancient of Days” for further discussion of this truth.  
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